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province.1 The means of communication are more unsatisfactory
than in the U.P. Many areas are accessible only after consider-
able delay and during the rainy season some of these become al-
most inaccessible. In such areas, administration is less effective;
the zamindar is all-powerful; and the tenant is much oppressed.
Exaction of abwabs and begar, institution of false criminal cases
and illegal ejectments are very common. On the whole, the
exaction of begar and abwabs exists in a more acute form in
Bihar than in many parts of the U.P. These causes explain the
difference in the condition of the depressed class tenants of the
U.P. and Bihar. Other causes explaining the poverty of the
depressed class tenants of this province are similar to those
existing in the case of the U,P. tenants and need not be gone
into again.

Kamias

The majority of the depressed class people of Bihar are
kamias or labourers, and the converse also holds good. The
proportion of kamias who do not belong to the depressed class-
es is very small. As in the case of the harwahas of the U.P., it
is not feasible to differentiate the kamia from the labourer. A
kamia is a labourer who has borrowed some money from a
zamindar and has agreed, in return, to work at a reduced wage.
In the past he used to sell both himself and his heirs into bond-
age for a lump sum down, but, this practice having been
declared illegal, he now agrees to work for the zamindar till he
has discharged his debt. But the position remains unchanged.
The kamia continues to be in a state of thraldom. It is usually to
meet the expenses of a marriage or some other social ceremony
that debt is contracted in the first instance. This is true parti-
cularly of Musahars and Bhuiyas. On attainment of majority
they borrow money to get married and thus become kamias and
remain so throughout their lives. Running away from one place
to another means only a change of masters. But the Chamars,
Dosadhs and Rajwars are often able to redeem their debt by
migrating to some industrial centre. This generally happens in
the case of families with more than one adult male worker.

1 See Appendix XII.